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Annual Regional Utility Rate 2 010 marks the tenth year of our annual utility rate study. As in previous
Surveys Completed years, we surveyed a wide variety of systems and reported the results

in four groups: 1) Communities serving 5,000 and Greater (excluding the
Minneapolis-St. Paul area), 2) Communities serving 5,000 and Greater within the
Minneapolis-St. Paul area — referred to in this article as Metro, 3) Communities
serving less than 5,000, and 4) Regional Systems.

he 2010 AE2S North Central
Utility Rate Surveys have been
completed. The surveys include a

summary of water, wastewater, o Survey results
stormwater, and solid waste Survey Results and AﬂthIpated 2011 indicated that
year are charts comparing of respondents

serving 5,000 (excluding the Minneapolis-St. Paul area), 80.8 percent of
Metro survey respondents, 44.1 percent of systems serving less than 5,000,
and 37.1 percent

regional water rates among
systems that practice softening,
statistics regarding anticipated rate

of regional water FIGURE 1.1: 2011 PERCENTAGE WATER RATE INCREASES
increases in 2011, a percent of total system respondents ANTICIPATED BY RATE SURVEY PARTICIPANTS
municipal budget spent on water implemented increases (EXCLUDING MINNEAP(ZDD/LOIS—ST. PAUL AREA)
and wastewater | to water rates in 2010. 239

operations, Overall, this means 41%
and types that 52.2 percent of
of rate all survey respondents

UL RATE: reported increasing

structures in | UTILITY RATE SURVEY 22%

water rates in 2010.

use. Similarly, an overall % 3%

53.7 percent of survey = Rate increase of 1% to 2% Rate increase of 2% to 4%
The surveys respondents reported Rate increase of 4% to 6% Rate increase of 6% to 8%
represent s ianeaSing wastewater m Rate increase over 8% = Rate increase not known
the rates in 2010, based
collective s @ ~nes | OnNreported results indicating that 56.8 percent of respondents serving 5,000 or
input from greater (excluding the Minneapolis-St. Paul area), 81.5 percent of Metro survey

respondents, and 46.1 percent of systems serving less than 5,000 increased
wastewater rates in 2010. In addition to comparing 2010 rates, the rate survey
also reports anticipated rate increases for 2011.

276 communities and regional
water systems throughout the
states of Minnesota, Montana,

North Dakota, South Dakota, and STATISTICS FOR

: T : : FIGURE 1.2: 2011 PERCENTAGE WASTEWATER RATE INCREASES
Wyo_mmg, Wlt.h mformatlor? Bigylded COMMUNITIES ANTICIPATED BY RATE SURVEY PARTICIPANTS
by Finance Directors, Public Works SERVING 5,000 (EXCLUDING MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL AREA)
Directors, Auditors, and Utility AND.GREATER
Managers. Complimentary copies A majority of the 42%

respondents from
communities serving
5,000 or more
people (excluding

of the surveys are provided to all
survey participants. For additional
information concerning the survey,

please contact Brian Osowski at the Minneapolis-St. 12% 2%

701-746-8087 or by email at Brian. Paul al’ea) I‘eported m Rate increase of 2% to 4% ® Rate increase of 4% to 6%

Osowski@ae2s.com. W anticipated water m Rate increase of 6% to 8% ™ Rate increase over 8%
and wastewater rate Rate increase not known

increases in 2011.
(continued on back)



UTILITY ENTERPRISE MANAGEMENT . . .
If you have any questions concerning the content of this
newsletter, please contact Brian Osowski, at
701-746-8087 or Brian.Osowski@ae2s.com.

A Publication of Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc.

Thank You (Survey Results continued from first page)
E2S would like to thank all _Of th_e respondents FIGURE 1.3: 2011 PERCENTAGE WATER RATE INCREASES
A in this group, 61.0 ANTICIPATED BY MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL METRO RATE

communities and regional

b ] percent of participants SURVEY PARTICIPANTS
water systems who _p_art|C|pated in indicated plans to raise
the North Central Utility Rate Surveys. water rates and 59.8
We appreciate the opportunity to percent reported intent
. . . - 0,
provide this service to you each year to raise wastewater 4%
and hope you will find it a valuable rates. .P_ercentages
tool when discussing rates with of anticipated 2011 33%
p0|icy makers and rate payers. B rate mcrga_ses for ® Rate increase of 2% to 4% ™ Rate increase of 4% to 6%
communities are Rate increase of 6% to 8% = Rate increase over 8%
provided in Figures 1.1 ® Rate increase not known
and 1.2.
Construction Cost Trends*
w0 g MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL METRO SYSTEM STATISTICS
350 -mst:b.;on Pipslines A majority of the respondents from the Metro area communities also reported that
300 increases to water and wastewater rates are anticipated in 2011. Survey results
250 indicate that 88.5 percent of survey participants from this group plan to raise
200 water rates and 81.5 percent plan to raise wastewater rates in 2011. Percentage of
150 1C1
100 ant;mpatgd 20%1 tor | FIGURE 1.4: 2011 PERCENTAGE WASTEWATER RATE INCREASES
0 water and Wastewater | AnricIPATED BY MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL METRO RATE SURVEY
. rate increases PARTICIPANTS
Qtr207  Qtr208 Q209  Qtr210 for Metro area

24%

communities 28%
Pumping Plants Distribution Pipelines are provided in
Percent Change Percent Change i
from Previous  0.93 from Previous  -0.63 Flgures_ 13 and 14’
Quarter This Year Quarter This Year respect|ve|y_
Percent Change Percent Change 16%
from Same Quarter  1.89 from Same Quarter  0.32 289
Last Year Last Year Watch for system 8% 4%
statistics for m Rate increase of 2% to 4% = Rate increase of 4% to 6%
*Based on information from the Bureau of Reclamation communities serving m Rate increase of 6% to 8% Rate increase over 8%
Rate increase not known

less than 5,000 and
regional systems in future issues of The Source. B
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